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Gwen Shaneyfelt Is a lifelong Missouri Synod Lutheran.  She was baptized at St Mark’s Lutheran Church 

in Youngstown, Ohio.  Gwen attended grammar school and was confirmed at Bethany Lutheran Church 

in Naperville, IL.  Gwen has been married to her husband, Shannon Shaneyfelt for 34 years.  Together, 

they have one son, Collin (30 years old) who also attended grammar school at Bethany Lutheran Church 

until the family relocated to Boca Raton, Fl where he completed middle school at St. Paul Lutheran 

Church.   Gwen has sung in the church choir at Bethany Lutheran, St. Paul Lutheran and is currently a 

member of the Desert Foothills Lutheran Church choir.  At Bethany Lutheran, she served on the church 

council for 2 years. 

 Gwen is a finance executive with over 25 years of experience leading global finance teams at heavily 

regulated public companies.  Gwen’s career demonstrates ability to lead large-scale operational 

transformations; merger and acquisitions structure, due diligence, and integration for both public and 

private company acquisitions; and efficient tax planning. She is recognized as a trusted advisor who 

skillfully partners with executive management, the board, enterprise risk management and regulators.  

Gwen is a sought-after speaker and brings governance experience through her work with corporate 

boards.  She is qualified to serve on audit committees as a financial expert. 

Gwen is the Chief Accounting Officer of Franklin Resources (“FRI”), a global asset management company 

with approximately $1.5 trillion in assets under management.  Gwen oversees financial reporting, 

accounting policy, financial operations, tax, and transfer pricing.  Under her leadership of 400 people 

across 19 countries, she reorganized corporate legal entities to streamline business operations, facilitate 

reduced required regulatory oversight and upon the conclusion of US Tax Reform resulted in a tax 

savings of approximately $2bil.  She has improved finance department efficiency through 

implementation of technology, development of a continuous improvement program, and appropriately 

global sourcing resources.  Gwen led the finance departments due diligence and integration efforts in 

FRI’s recent acquisition of Legg Mason. Active in her profession, Gwen represented the firm on 

corporate and mutual fund tax issues, Gwen served as the Chair of the Investment Company Institute 

(ICI) Tax Committee, where she led the development, advocacy, and enactment of the Mutual Fund Tax 

Modernization legislation.   

Gwen serves on the board of directors for several FRI corporate subsidiaries including the Luxembourg 

Management Company responsible for the oversight of the companies’ cross border fund business, local 

asset management companies in the UK and Australia.   She regularly presents to FRI’s Audit Committee 

on financial, tax and risk matters and participates the development of the agendas for the committee. 

Gwen was Executive Director at Morgan Stanley, a global diversified financial services business, and led 

corporate and fund tax for the investment management division.  She integrated the tax planning, tax 

compliance and transfer pricing of the various investment management businesses following Morgan 

Stanley’s merger with Dean Witter and identified and implemented an opportunity for the new 

investment management group to realize tax savings of $25 mil annually.  Gwen started her career at 

KPMG and worked with financial services clients in the banking and investment management industries. 

Gwen earned a Bachelor of Science in Accounting from Northern Illinois University. She is a Certified 

Public Accountant and a member of the American Institute of Certified Public Accountants. 

 


