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You have probably noticed our new organist/pianist over the past
couple of months; she is such a wonderful addition to our staff and
church and we feel very fortunate to have her here at DFLC!
Ryanne McLaren graduated from Biola University in 2019 with a
Bachelor of Music in piano performance and an organ minor,
where she was also a scholar in the Torrey Honors Institute. During
her time at Biola, she was awarded both the Van Daele Scholarship
for academic merit and named the Presser Undergraduate Music
Scholar. Currently, she is completing a Master’s Degree in Theology and the Arts from the University of St. Andrews, Scotland,
where she was living until the COVID-19 crisis. During her time at St. Andrews, she served as Organ
Scholar at St. Andrews Episcopal Church, as well as worked as a collaborative pianist for the University’s Laidlaw Music Centre. Her primary area of study is the intersection of musical practice and spiritual
formation, however, she also has a passion for literature and frequently shares original writing on her
site, ABookishCharm.com.
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NEVER THE SAME AGAIN
Matthew 2:12: “And having been warned by God
in a dream not to return to Herod, they [the wise
men] departed for their own country by another
way.”
How often have you wondered this year if life will ever be the same again? Is
it permanently disrupted? Someone said 2020 is like 1918 (pandemic), 1932
(economic recession), and 1968 (civil rights) all at once. As much as we want
to return to “normal” (and I do believe much will return to normal), some
things will forever be changed.
A CHANGE OF COURSE
The wise men from the east traveled a great distance (as much as 1000 miles)
to worship Jesus, the new born King of the Jews. They brought expensive
gifts and fell down in worship before the Christ child. When they went home,
they did not go back through Jerusalem for fear of Herod. They returned "by
another way." They changed course. Did you catch the spiritual significance
of that phrase?
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Our ministries have been greatly impacted throughout this year’s turmoil,
and change has been a plenty. But the mission remains the same. We are
forever committed to Connecting People to Jesus. The use of technology to
broadcast God’s Word is an exciting blessing to see bear fruit! I pray the King
of Glory continues to work through our ministries in familiar and in new ways.
May He encourage and lead us to experiment and learn how to best reach
the lost in our community. May we, as a church, bow humbly before Him,
hear His words, and do them.
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HOW ABOUT YOU?
It is impossible to truly meet Jesus and not go "another way." It is impossible
to have the King of Glory rule your life and not be changed as a result. Many
parts of our lives look the same as our neighbors’, but because of Jesus some
things will forever be different from them – our peace, blessed assurance,
zeal to love our neighbors and to tell them about Jesus.
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Julia Sobchuk
Office Administrator
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Have you really met Jesus? Has there been a genuine change? Is your life
going His way now... or are you still going your way? Christmas is a great time
to rejoice... and to reflect: what change of course does He want to make in
you? What adjustments are needed so that you can be all He wants you to
be in your family... in your career... in your priorities?

Worship Times
8:30 am Traditional Worship
10:30 am Contemporary Worship

I hope you have a great Christmas. May the King of the universe truly be King
in you as you do like those wise men and bow your life before Him!

29305 N. Scottsdale Rd.
Scottsdale, AZ 85266
480.585.8007
www.dflc.org

Grace & Peace,
Pastor Mark

VOTERS’ MEETING
Sunday, December 6 — 11:45 am
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Howard Dicke, Financial Secretary

Alan Steffe
Stewardship Chair

Financial Summary Report
Nine Months Ended
Sept. 30, 2020

With all that has gone on over the past eight months, it is nice
to be able to get back to what we remember as “normal” and
share with you a few thoughts on Stewardship.
Do you remember back to the beginning of the year when we
were still worshiping together in person and the pastors presented their sermon series on First Fruits? Remember the
strawberries reminding us to show and return love as God has
so loved us? The oranges reminding us to serve as we are led?
The grapes reminding us to return a portion of the wealth and
abundance God has and continues to give us? And the olives
reminding us of the healthy benefits we receive when we tackle what we might consider a bitter task of telling others of
Christ as He expects?
We were reminded to remember and live these concepts on a
daily basis. We are all truly blessed by the Lord in many different ways. It is whether we recognize all those blessings and
how we respond to them that makes the difference. Remember that we are stewards, or managers, of what the Lord gives
to us. As stewards we are commended for working hard and
commanded to be generous with what we have.

Stewardship continued
We pray that you are are feeling the joys that come from
being able to freely share the First Fruits of what the Lord
has given you. As Paul again reminds us in 2 Corinthians
9:7, “Each of you should give whatever you have decided
in your heart to give, not reluctantly or under compulsion,
for God loves a cheerful giver.”

As Paul states in 2 Corinthians 9:6, “Whoever sows sparingly
will also reap sparingly, and whoever sows generously, will also
reap generously.” Our personal joy then comes from being
able to freely share the first fruits of what the Lord continually
gives to us with our church and others. Our gifts to DFLC help
support its mission of “Connecting People to Jesus through
Worship, Spiritual Growth, & Service.”

As Christians, we give from everything that God has
placed into our hands to manage for Him as His stewards.
As Pastor Mark stated, “We are rivers or conduits of blessings from God through to others.” As we each take time
to realize all the blessings we have received from the Lord,
may we remember to thank Him for them and prayerfully
consider how our heart leads us to respond to these
blessings.

Looking at our General Offerings over the first nine months of
this year, it appears that the congregation has responded positively to that sermon series with their monetary gifts. Monthly
offerings this year have exceeded those of the last two years
in seven of the first nine months as shown in the chart below.

As you continue to consider your first fruits monetary
offerings to DFLC, I would encourage you to consider using recurring electronic contributions directly from your
checking or savings account through an ACH transaction
using the new, safe and easy to use GiveCloud option.
GiveCloud has now replaced the WeShare platform we used
previously and is easier and more intuitive to use. It is
available through the DFLC website or directly at https://
desert-foothills-lutheran.givecloud.co/. Texting-to-Give is
also available at 480-418-5325 by texting “GIVEXX” in the
message line, where ‘XX’ represents the amount you wish
to give.
Let us each practice being good stewards as the Lord expects, and experience the personal joys and satisfaction
that one receives when giving as part of a team to help
support the Lord’s mission through DFLC.
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Strengthening Men's Ministry
Associate Pastor, Jeremy DaPena

Good day gentlemen! As the heat begins to wain, as well as the restrictions in our community; we want to take the opportunity to begin
responsibly gathering with one another in person again. Zoom
meetings are fine but gathering face to face is great.
First, mark your calendars for Thursday November 19. We are planning a local gathering for some good food, drinks, and laughs with our brotherhood. We will meet at
6:30pm at State 48 Lager House, located at 15600 N. Hayden.
Second, we are taking advantage of the cooler weather and looking to spend some time in God’s creation
with one another. We are going to meet at the Spur Cross Trail Head (44029 N. Spur Cross Rd., Cave Creek)
on Saturday, December 5 at 9:30 am. Following the hike you are invited to join us for a hamburger at Big
Earl’s (6135 E. Cave Creek Rd., Cave Creek).
Finally, thanks again to all the men who put in so much time and effort during this summers work
days. Great work in serving your neighbor and beautifying Gods house.
by Ruth Ann Rauscher

Our Life Groups stopped meeting regularly in late March because of the Covid 19
precautions.
In March, the Rauscher Group served the last Lenten Supper and has cancelled all meetings since then. We
plan to get together in an outdoor setting when more of our winter members return.

The McCrory Group postponed regular meetings until October 15 when they had a gathering on the church
patio grilling hamburgers and hotdogs. The adults really enjoyed catching up and the kids delighted in being outdoors with their friends. They met again in November on the patio.
The Callies Group has cancelled meetings indefinitely because of Covid concerns.
We urge each group to decide how their gatherings will respond to the current advised precautions for the
protection and safety of all. Remember that we do have our Worship Center and the patio available for Life
Groups to use. There are masks and hand sanitizers available. Life Group Leaders can call the Church Office
to schedule a meeting. You can also try the Zoom meetings which have been successful for Bible Study.
Our Life Groups are a vital part of our Church Family. They offer an opportunity for fellowship in a smaller
group for Bible study and friendship. Currently there are five Life Groups serving over 100 members. Contact Ruth Ann or Bob Rauscher at 480.257.7749 and we will find a group for you.

Christmas by Candlelight
Foothills Foodbank Baby Diaper & Wipe Donation Drive - Dec. 13 - 20
Sadly this year DFLC will not be hosting Christmas by Candlelight as a way to start the Advent season but
that does not mean we want to forget the needs of the Foothills Foodbank and the families we have so
generously supported with our baby diaper and wipes drive each year. We are asking you to
drop off diapers and wipes the Week of Sunday, December 13. Ladies, reach out to those who
have been guests at your tables in the past and encourage them to participate in this wonderful opportunity to share the Christmas giving spirit. Questions: Please contact Patty Wendel at
women@dflc.org
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DFLC Work Day

Thank you to all of you who showed up
in the heat of the summer to clear
brush, paint, organize, pressure wash
and more. Your service is greatly appreciated!

by Roxanne Steffe
“Wow, everyone looks great!” “I love all the pets that people included in their family photos. ”Mike Reardon rocks it with his bass guitar,” and, “There are so many people I do not know.” After eight months, the
2020 DFLC Pictorial Directories have arrived from Lifetouch, now owned by Shutterfly. Their program provides a free 8”x10” portrait and a copy of the directory for the 140+ who participated. The photos are also
available online at https://www.dflc.org/members. Need the password to view the secured webpages, no
problem. Just call the church office at 480.585.5007, Monday-Friday, between 9:00 a.m. and 4:00 p.m.
Would you like to be included in the 2021 Directory? Dates for photo sessions are
being planned. Watch for a notice in Pastor Mark’s Weekly Newsletter as soon as
dates for the photographers’ availability are confirmed. The same offer for a free
8”x10” portrait and directory will be available. Church membership is not required to
be included in the directory. If you are worshipping at DFLC, you are a part of the
DFLC church family. Maybe you want additional poses, perhaps some with loved
ones who do not worship at DFLC? No problem, the photographers will provide
many poses. Frames and more are available for a competitive price. And, if you were
in the 2020 Directory and would like a different photo in the 2021 Directory, you can
take advantage of the same free offer for the 2021 directory and sign-up for another
photo session for the free 8’x10” portrait. Any questions, call DFLC Member and
Project Coordinator, Roxanne Steffe, at 810.280.1399.

Personal contact with your church family can be difficult during these uncertain
times. If you’re unable to worship in-person, the directory is a great help when
reconnecting. Likewise, name tags are a big help in making connections, and they are available at no
cost. Just send an email to Roxanne Steffe at rsteffe1@comcast.net with your first and last name, and
your hometown, i.e. city and state. This is always a great conversation starter since most of us came to AZ
from somewhere else. What fun it is to discover someone from the same state where you have fond memories. Young people and children also love wearing them. So include their information too. You will
receive an email once it is delivered, and it will be waiting for you on the white magnetic board in the
Church Lobby of the Sanctuary.
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Behind the Scenes
Making the transition from a ministry that is 90%
in person to a format that is 10% in person was
quite the undertaking. Resources of time, energy,
and finances were quickly needed, church staff
and lay volunteers began new research, and our
pastors had to become cameramen and directors.
While we had been doing some live-streaming of
services in the past, more was now needed to address Bible studies, devotions, youth group, and
Kids Time just to name a few. With the support of
several generous members we were able to purchase and implement the use of quite a few new
pieces of technology. This includes but is not limited to a new video camera, microphones,
lighting, live stream switchers, etc.
All of this has made it possible to reach so many
more people with the Good News of Jesus in ways
we never would have expected. What are other
creative ways we can share the Gospel in our own
personal ministry context? Because even in a pandemic, the Holy Spirit is still working behind the
scenes, streaming the love of Christ online, and in
person through people like you and like me.
Pastor Jeremy
P.S.- Again, thank you to everyone who contributed toward making "DFLC studios" a reality.

The Altar Guild has been on vacation since March with
the pandemic. Normally we spend around two hours
a week helping prepare our Altar for worship. Mostly,
we prepare for Holy Communion and Baptisms. The
Altar Guild is here to support our Lord. Many friendships are formed as we serve on Altar Guild.
We would like to thank the Pastors, Worship Director,
Christie Fletcher, and Staff for completing needed
items for worship since March!
We would like to welcome some new members since
our last meeting. New members are Lori Mathesius;
Nancy Herschl and Beth Schreiber! Also prayers for a
current member, Pat Standish who is currently taking
a leave of absence due to health issues. We pray for
her speedy recovery and to be back with us
soon! Prayers of thanksgiving for Phyllis Lorenzo who
has recovered from covid.
The Altar Guild has also lost a wonderful member,
Lynn Wintermeyer; we pray for her family, as they
mourn her passing due to complications from covid;
she will be greatly missed.
After the new year, we will plan on a meeting to include direction from Pastors and Christie on any
changes to our Altar Guild activities because of
covid. An announcement will be made later as to the
date and time.
If anyone is interested in becoming an Altar Guild
member, please contact Cheryl Scofield at cheryldscofield@gmail.com.
God's blessings, Cheryl Scofield
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campus to those traveling along Scottsdale Road.
Additionally, the large cross that sits in front of our
Sanctuary was a tone which blended into our building. It has been painted white and now sharply contrasts our building, a BOLD statement to our community of Christ our Savior.

What’s New Around Our Campus
Since You’ve Been Gone…
by Patty Wendel
A lot of time has passed since many of you have
been on our campus and we have made a few
changes which have helped to make our worship
area and preschool a cleaner and safer place. All
of the soap dispensers are upgraded, all the paper towel holders have been replaced with automatic ones, bottle fillers have been added to all
of the drinking water stations so you can fill your
own personal water bottle, and hand sanitizer
stations are located around our campus.
Sadly we had a slab leak in the men’s restroom
off the Sanctuary lobby at the end of August. (A
slab leak is when the water line that runs in the
foundation fails and releases water into the
building). The leak flooded out into the lobby of
the church. As a part of the repair, a new copper
water line was run into the building. The ending
result has been a torn up men’s restroom and
lobby as we have patiently waited for back ordered materials to come in. The good news is we
will have a spruced up men’s restroom and
church lobby when it is all put back together.
Lighting
All the up-lights in the Worship Center have
been upgraded with LED lightbulbs. This was a
major undertaking during our break. Those who
have been worshiping or attending events in the
worship center know that it’s been difficult to
keep those lights lit. You will all enjoy the bright
white lights that still have the dimmable feature.
In the Sanctuary the Eternity Candle has had an
LED upgrade as well. We know there have been
concerns that the Eternity Candle has been dark
since we have resumed in person worship. With
this change, the new candle will be shining
brightly.
Scottsdale Road Frontage
Our Men’s Group spent two HOT Saturday morning’s trimming and pruning all the landscaping
along our property that fronts Scottsdale Road.
Many loads of brush made its way to the landfill
and the result is a clear view of our beautiful
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Music & Worship Notes, Fall 2020
by Christie Fletcher

O

ur DFLC musical family is resilient and we have adapted rather well to our new Covid environment.
If you have been watching our Traditional service online, you will have seen our Sanctuary choir
perform virtually on several occasions. Just so you know, this is not an easy task and our choir
members have been super brave and have become quite tech savvy over the last 6 months. Even our children are ear-budded up and singing into their phones so that we can still delight in their very sweet voices.
Jesus Loves Me
We are hopeful that the choir will be back in the loft soon, singing live on Sunday mornings. But please
hold your giggles when you see us. I have just ordered “singing masks” to keep us safe and you might mistake us for a paddling of ducks, taking our masks for duck bills.
Hand bells have been ringing, special music and musicians have graced our services, live and online, and
surely you have noticed our wonderfully talented new organist, Ryanne McLaren.
If you have been watching our Contemporary Services, you know that Nick Jensen has done a yeomen’s job
of putting together band music videos for our online services. We have been blessed with a remarkable
team of contemporary musicians and have now created a wonderful video library of praise songs. Through
it all we have been tremendously blessed and have whole heartedly embraced online music and worship in
a Covid existence. But, while you see us online, we have truly missed getting to see you in person. That
changed in September, and we are so thankful to see some of you at church, in person. Everything has
been going smoothly and now we are able to offer both online and in person services for everyone.
Our Worship team members have also continued to work tirelessly behind the scenes. We still need banners hung, Lectors organized and as you have seen, our members have been reading the scripture via video
and reciting the Lord’s Prayer and Apostles’ Creed on video, too! We are always trying to think of ways to
stay connected. I would also like to thank Chris Fletcher, Jr. for teaching me how to use Video Editing software programs. In the beginning of this, he was making all of the musical videos you saw for the Traditional service. I have since learned A LOT about video editing technology….more than I ever wanted to know,
and can now put all of the videos together myself. Who would have ever thought? Also, I want to thank
Nick, Tanner, John and Miranda’s husband, Zach, who put all of the Contemporary music videos together.
This really takes a lot of time, patience, and a good ear.
Finally, I have thoroughly enjoyed making the Music Notes episodes for you all and I hope you enjoy them
as much as I do. I have learned so much about our beloved hymns and I so appreciate all of your feedback.
Ryanne, too, has amazing musical blogs to share….4 new ones will be coming out in November, so stay
tuned.
Many thanks to you all for your notes of encouragement and support during these crazy Covid times. I love
this church family so much. God’s blessings to you all.
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LUNCH BUNCH
Moves Forward

DFLC

As

stated when we brought back Lunch
Bunch four months ago, we understand
that times are still not back to normal (whatever
that means). We will do our best to ensure that
the businesses we select are adhering to the best
practices as outlined by Maricopa County and the
State of Arizona. In addition, I also ask that you
give me a call @ 480.473.2403 if you are planning
to attend the lunch being held that week. We are
not asking for a guaranteed commitment, but just
a rough idea of how many may be attending, so we
can plan accordingly.

December 8 - Spiga Cucina Italiana
7500 E. Pinnacle Pk.
January 12 - White Chocolate
7000 E. Mayo Blvd.
February 9 - Jalepenos
Scottsdale Rd. & Pinnacle Pk.
March 9 - Coopers Creek
SE Corner Frank Loyd Wright (Promanade)
April 13 - Mesquite Grill
Tonto Verde
May 11 - Mimi’s Café
21001 N. Tatum Blvd/Desert Ridge
June 8 - Soul
Miller & Pinnacle Pk.
July 13 - Thirsty Lion
21001 N. Tatum Blvd/Desert Ridge
August 10 - Freddy’s
7000 E. Mayo Blvd

by Christie Fletcher
I would like to thank Connie Kozma, who has been
our Lector Ministry Leader for two and half years!
She has done a tremendous job and has been invaluable by helping me to do my job as Worship Director at DFLC. She is a true blessing. I would also like
to announce and thank Melissa Janssen, who has
taken over the position of Lector Ministry Leader; I
can’t tell you how excited I am to have her become
a part of the Worship Team. As we continue our
online services, she will be reaching out to our
church family to see if you are willing to read for
online church. God bless and everyone stay well
and safe. I cannot wait to see everyone in person,
soon!
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September 14 - Grimaldi’s
SE Thompson Peak Pkwy & Pima

October 12 - Egg & Joes
SE Corner of Scottsdale & Pinnacle Pk.
November 9 - Tonto Bar & Grill
5736 Rancho Manana Dr.
December 14 - Sophia’s Kitchen
7050 N. Thompson Pk Pkwy.
Call Dwayne if you plan to attend:
480.473.2403

We were finally able to host a confirmation service for the class of 2020. Drive thru and online
graduations were okay in some arenas but Confirmation really needed to be in person. The same
goes for our upcoming students. Confirmation
instruction is an opportunity for our students to
meet other peers in our congregation, to learn
about theology, and to also grow in their
faith. Confirmation at DFLC is designed for students in 6th-8th grade. If you have a son or
daughter who is in this age group please contact
Pastor Jeremy for more info. Our first gathering
will be held on Sunday, December 6. We will
meet at 11:45-1:15 and lunch will be provided.

Middle & High School
YOUTH NEWS
From Ben Hoppe,
Youth Minister

Fall Update!

S

ince late August in-person youth events
have been in full swing! For our Sunday
night small groups, we've been diving into
what worship is according to scripture, and how we
are to worship in our modern world with so many
types of worship flooding our churches! As for off
campus events, in October we went mini-golfing and
bowling as a group which was a ton of fun! So far in
November we had Youth Night, a Jr. High mini-golf
outing, and will hold an all-youth (6th-12th grades)
Thanksgiving party on November 22! Feel free to
reach out to me for any questions, youth@dflc.org.

Class of 2020

CONFIRMATION SCHEDULE
All gatherings are scheduled for 11:45 am—1:15 pm.
December 6
January 10
February 7

March 7
April 11
May 2
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A Peek At

and Kindergarten

This school year started like none other in history. We have all been presented with extraordinary challenges and have needed to not only think outside the box but be willing to consider different solutions and
methods to reach our outcome. Our church and preschool staff spent the entire summer cleaning, repainting, and putting up touchless soap and paper towel holders, plus rethinking recess, circle time, lunches
and events. I’m proud of how quickly we jumped into teaching online and came up with new ideas and solutions weekly. We started the 2020-2021 school year ready to teach and share our love of Jesus with our
sweet preschool families who needed His assurance now more than ever. A kindergarten was started when
parents contacted us about their fears of sending their five year old children to the “big school” and wanted
the security of one more year at Desert Foothills.
We are connecting people with Jesus as we baptized children and adults from two preschool families. Online church has allowed our preschool families to join our community that do not normally attend
church.
In these uncertain times, we still have so much to be thankful for. We continue to look forward to and plan
our preschool Christmas program, Cowboy Days, and all our other fun events. They may look a little different, but at the heart of it is Jesus.
Joyfully in His service, Martha and the Staff at Preschool

Did You Know There Are Tax Credits for Preschools?
DFLC does have kids attending on scholarships. This is your opportunity to use your donation as a tax credit!

Arizona offers several different tax credit opportunities that allow taxpayers to make important decisions regarding how their tax dollars are spent here in the state. One of those tax credits is the Qualified Charitable Organization tax credit. And now, there is an organization assisting preschools!
By donating your tax dollars you can help families right here at Desert Foothills Lutheran Preschool. 100% of this contribution can be
taken as a TAX CREDIT against your Arizona state taxes.
Maximum Donations:
$800 for married filing jointly
$400 for filing single
Click on the link below or copy and paste in your browser to learn more:
https://arizonatuitionconnection.lpages.co/desert-foothills-lutheran-preschool/

Arizona Tuition Connection
Tax Credit Scholarships
You can help our families realize the dream of a Christian education. By making a tax credit donation, you can create scholarship for
Kindergarten students at Desert Foothills Lutheran Preschool. Here's how it works:

Make a donation
 Recommend your donation go to a fund specifically for Desert Foothills Lutheran Preschool Families, or you can recommend a
specific student in our DFLP Kindergarten.
Maximum Donations:
$2,365 for married filing jointly
$1,183 for filing single
To learn more and apply for scholarships, click on the link below:
arizonatuitionconnection.com
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Thanksgiving
Devotion
& Prayer
This year, in place of our usual Thanksgiving
Eve Service, Pastor Mark will provide by
email, a devotion and prayer for you to
share as you are gathered for Thanksgiving.

In person Sunday Services:
8:30 am Traditional
(Sanctuary)
10:30 am Contemporary
(Worship Center)

Please wear a mask and social distance.

Join us for Advent Services
December 2, 9, & 16
6 pm
in the Sanctuary.

Family Services:
1 pm, 3 pm, & 5 pm, in the
Worship Center

Petting Zoo in the Courtyard.
Candlelight Services:
6 pm & 8 pm, in the Sanctuary

Every year DFLC supports the
Foothills Food Bank
through our Angel Tree donations.
The Angel Tree campaign will run
November 15—December 6.
Pull a tag from the tree, buy a
Walmart or Visa gift card,
and return it to the
Angel Tree box located
next to the Angel Tree.
The Food Bank is also requesting
new family games such as Dominoes, Checkers, UNO, Connect
Four, etc., which they will
share with families.

