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Grow through the Gospel
Colossians 1:6: In the same way, the gospel is
bearing fruit and growing throughout the whole
world—just as it has been doing among you
since the day you heard it and truly understood God’s grace.”
You and I are so blessed to be a part of the movement that is the Christian Church. The
Gospel has been suppressed, Bibles have been burned, and Christians martyred. Yet
God cannot be stopped, and the means through which He brings all people to saving
faith is the Gospel. The means He uses to grow our faith is the Gospel. In 2020, there
were many obstacles to sharing the Gospel for pastors here and missionaries abroad.
Many missionaries were unable to travel during the worldwide pandemic. Sometimes
that meant staying in the mission field for longer than they had planned. Others were
stuck outside of their field of labor for months at a time while borders were closed to
international travel. All of them were grateful for modern technology that allowed
them to communicate with people on the other side of the world almost instantaneously. It was only last century that missionaries usually had to wait weeks or even
months for correspondence to be delivered.
Of course, even today, there are places where Christian missionaries do not always
have Internet access. But those sent overseas in the name of Christ know they do not
depend primarily on modern communication technology. Their confidence lies not in
the speed of the Internet but the power of the Gospel. Whether the good news of Jesus is preached over a loudspeaker, hand-written in a letter, shared quietly around a
village campfire, or sent as bytes and bits through cyberspace, it has the same power
of God to transform human hearts.
This message is for all people everywhere. The Bible tells us, “There is no difference …
for all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God and are justified freely by his grace
through the redemption that came by Christ Jesus” (Romans 3:22-24). And all around
the world, this gospel message has been bearing fruit and growing, as people of all
nations come to know and believe that Jesus Christ has died for the sins of the whole
world.
And you are no different. The gospel is also for you and your family. You can read it in
a book (or an emailed devotion!), listen to it live at church or an internet broadcast.
But no matter the method, the message of forgiveness through Christ is powerful to
save.
As we move into the last half of 2021, we are taking advantage of this global reset to
assess our church and preschool’s opportunities and our community’s needs. Pastor
Jeremy and I and the Council will craft a new Strategic Ministry Plan. We will invite
each of you to explore new ways to engage in ministries, as we seek to engage our
neighbors and serve our community.
When it’s all said and done, plans, facilities, staff, and even members like yourself are
tools, conduits, if you will. The real power comes from the Gospel. May we commit to
growing in our faith, through the Gospel, so as a church we will be more active in our
faith and connect more people to Jesus.
Prayer: “Lord God, thank you for sending your Gospel into the world. May it always
remain with us. Amen.”
Grace and Peace,
Pastor Mark
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Howard Dicke, Financial Secretary

Alan Steffe
Stewardship Chair

Financial Summary Report
Five Months Ended
May 31, 2021

As we approach the midpoint of 2021 and are beginning to
return to a more “normal” lifestyle after all the COVID restrictions and accommodations we have experienced, it is
appropriate to pause and look at how DFLC’s financial stewardship has fared during this period.
As the following chart shows, 2020 saw an increase in General
Offerings over those of 2019 by 12.4%.

Designated Funds

Stewardship continued
Several items to consider as we plan our financial offerings
to the Lord going forward in thanksgiving for all He has
done for us, include…
·
Using the recurring option available through the
online giving program, GiveCloud. This provides a
simple, safe, and convenient way to give our offerings while smoothing them out throughout the
year, and helping smooth out receipts during the
Summer months.
·
Donating appreciated stock or mutual funds to
avoid being taxed on the appreciated value of the
stock. This can be done by families or individuals
of any age.
·
Giving directly from your IRA through a Qualified
Charitable Distribution to the church, without
needing to pay taxes on the distribution. This is
available to you if you will be at least 70½ by the
end of the year, and it will also count toward your
annual Required Minimum Distribution.

This is a significant accomplishment with all the disruptions
and minimal in-person church attendance experienced in
2020. Through May of 2021, with in-person church attendance gradually increasing, General Offerings are trailing those
of 2020 by 5.6%.
At this time of the year, we also need to recognize that Summer offerings historically decrease, while church activities, programs, and financial needs continue.

Remember that our Lord has brought us through the recent
pandemic and blesses us every day of the year. So too,
should we recognize that in response to these ongoing
blessings He gives us, we want to regularly return a first
portion of them to Him for His work in our church and community.
Therefore, it is important that we all continue to support our
church’s activities with our offerings throughout these Summer months just as we do during the remainder of the year.

Blessings to you as you support the Lord’s work through
DFLC.

We have been truly blessed by our Lord and have much for
which to be thankful. One way we show our thankfulness is
by returning first-fruit offerings of what the Lord has given us.

Alan Steffe
Stewardship Chair
alan.steffe@dflc.org
810.513.3367 cell
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Forks & Fellowship
Exciting News!! We are bringing back the fun activity
longer term members may recall as Galloping Gourmet.
It was and is a great way to meet new people in the
church, form new friendships, and get to know each
other BETTER.
How it works: Three couples (or two couples & two singles) are grouped together for three
months. Over the course of three months, these six people will gather at least once a month to
share dinner together. The group will meet at a restaurant, of their choosing, on their schedule.
After this period ends, the couples are remixed and a new group of six is created, dinners are
scheduled, and new friends are made.
If you are interested in getting to know others in
our church family over food and friendly conversation, look for sign-up details in the FALL. Don’t worry
if you can’t drive. This is for everyone.

Prayer Shawl
By Kim Minneci

Howard & Gayle Dicke have agreed to
organize and initiate this activity. If this
sounds like something you would like to
join or receive more information, contact them through the Church Office or
Patty Wendel.

Summer is here and with it has come the heat, causing a lot of us to take things a
bit slower. Despite the heat, Prayer Shawl Ministry is still stitching away…thank
goodness for air conditioning.

For over 12 years, we have knit and crocheted shawls to help provide comfort to family members and
friends who might be struggling and/or need some extra encouragement. When life becomes overwhelming, a prayer shawl lets the recipient know that someone else cares. We pray over each shawl and these
prayers are worked into our stitches. When wrapped around you, God’s love and all the prayers are there
to help provide comfort, peace, calm and healing. If there is someone you would like to receive a prayer
shawl, please contact the church office, or me and I will get it out within 24 hours.
Several of you remember Barb Antosik who attended DFLC for several years before moving back to Michigan. She was one of the people involved in starting our Prayer Shawl Ministry. I am excited to be able to
tell you that Barb has started a Shawl Ministry at her new church; she has approximately 8-10 stitchers. Our group has made a contribution to help them with their first purchase of yarn; and, I want to thank
all of you for making that possible. Our Shawl Ministry works solely off of donations; we are not a part of
the church budget. Yarn is expensive, so it is through your donations that our ministry continues to move
forward. Sometimes receiving one of our prayer shawls is the first time a person is hearing about the Savior and His gift of salvation.
If you would like to join our group, let the church office know and we will see that you get everything you
need to stitch with us. We have recently resumed meeting in person but attendance is not required if you
prefer to stitch at home.
Have a great Summer.
Kim
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Christmas by Candlelight 2021
After taking a year off, we are so excited to be planning this year’s wonderful Advent women’s event. The thought of Winter, Advent and Christmas
sounds nice as our temperatures begin creeping over 100 here in the desert.
Take time to mark your calendars for this year’s

Christmas by Candlelight. We will be preparing our hearts
for the birth of Christ with a beautiful evening of a Christmas message, music, and fellowship on Tuesday, December 7, 2021 at 7:00 pm. As in
years past, we will need table hostesses. Please consider hosting a table for
this year’s wonderful event. If you have questions, please contact
Patty Wendel.

Desert Foothills has partnered with Pinnacle Presbyterian Church
in creating and supporting “Sing for Life”.

What Is Sing for Life Chorus?
Sing for Life Chorus is a community chorus for those living with
early to mid-stage dementia and their care partners who are also
living in their homes or chosen communities, like our neighbors at Lone Mountain Memory
Care. The Chorus is a wonderful way to build community through an activity individuals love to
do – SING! Sing for Life is an opportunity for singers to connect by sharing in conversation,
laughter, and song. The chorus is blessed to be led by Pinnacle Peak Presbyterian’s Choral Director. The chorus rehearses weekly and will perform concerts throughout the year. Singers
sing familiar and new songs. Volunteers are available to assist singers. It brings us joy to see
our singers smiling faces each week!
The chorus was meeting in person before Covid-19 appeared… but Covid didn’t stop us.
In response to the social distancing requirements, Sing for Life quickly launched Sing for
Life-Live! We continued to meet virtually through ZOOM for continued socialization this
helped to keep the memory loss community together during this strange time.

COMING THIS FALL…
We will be meeting weekly, in person, at Pinnacle Peak Presbyterian Church starting
Monday, September 20, 2021 @10 am Coffee Time l 10:15 Singing
We are looking for singers and volunteers to grow the Chorus.
Join our Sing for Life Chorus – be a part of this fun group. Don’t stop singing.
Volunteer - Volunteers are needed to help the chorus run smoothly. Partner with one of
the choral members who are residents at one of the area memory care homes.
For more information contact Patty Wendel
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Tuesday Morning Ladies Bible Study
Join us as we start meeting together again in person on Tuesday, September 28, 2021 at 9:45 am, in the Worship Center, as we begin this
great video lead study on the book of Elijah by Priscilla Shirer.

ELIJAH
Old Testament heroes are best known for their most celebrated moments: Moses dividing the Red
Sea; David slaying Goliath; Gideon routing an insurmountable army; Joshua marching around the
defiant walls of Jericho.
And Elijah-calling down fire on Mount Carmel.

Blinded by remarkable narratives of our biblical heroes, we can forget they each had a backstory,
months and years of development, even difficulty, which fortified their spiritual muscle and prepared
them for the tasks that made their lives unforgettable.
Every serious believer longs to summon up the kind of boldness and faith that can stand firm on
Mount Carmel and pray down heaven into impossible situations. Yet few are willing to go through
the process required to get them there. Strength of faith, character, and boldness can only be
shaped in the hidden fires of silence, sameness, solitude, and adversity. Those who patiently wait
on God in the darkness emerge with their holy loyalty cemented, their courage emblazoned, and
their confident belief in Him set afire.
Join us as Priscilla Shirer takes us on this journey through the life and times of the prophet Elijah to
discover how the fire on Mount Carmel was forged in the valley of famine. And how the emboldened, fiery faith you desire is being fashioned by God in your life right now.

Workbooks will be available the first day of class for $15.00. Question contact Patty Wendel at
women@dflc.org. A sign-up sheet will be on the Welcome Desk or Contact the Church Office.

We have been getting a wonderful response
to our Men's Bible and Brew events. An hour
and a half experience of guys supporting one
another and growing in faith. Our current
Bible study series is called "Mountain Men" in
which we focus on Men of the Bible who
were radically changed by relying on God. If
you are looking for an opportunity to meet
some of the guys in our congregation and
grow in your relationship with Christ, this is
the group for you! Also, please feel free to
bring friends, co-workers, neighbors, etc. to
join us. Our next gatherings will be on July
22, August 19, and September 16 from 6:308:00 in the Worship Center.
Hope to see you there.
-Pastor Jeremy
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Brown’s Ranch Trailhead

Fun Times With The
DFLC Ladies!
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Music Notes & Worship Notes, Summer 2021
by Christie Fletcher

Sanctuary Choir Resumes:

SAVE THE DATES:

August 19 and August 26 – Choir will practice for
our 2021 Christmas Cantata! Nothing is more fun
than singing Christmas Carols when it is 110 degrees
outside.

The Christmas Cantata, “The
Glory of Christmas” will be presented on December 5 and December 12. It will be accompanied by brass, strings, flute,
oboe, and will feature our Children, Teens, and Adults.

We are so blessed with the many volunteers that
make up our choir! WE EMBRACE ALL VOICES and
ALL SKILL LEVELS. Even if you cannot read sheet
music you will be welcome and I promise you….you
will have fun. We do a lot of laughing at choir practice. You need not attend every rehearsal, but you
do need a smile and a sense of humor. We rehearse on Thursday nights at 7 pm, and starting in
October we will rehearse on Monday nights at
7 pm, to practice our Christmas Cantata.

Participating in the musical telling of Christ’s birth is always an
uplifting and fulfilling experience for all involved. Digital vocal rehearsal parts are available and ready to be
emailed to you! Please consider joining the choir for
this special presentation and contact Christie Fletcher
for more information at Christie.fletcher@dflc.org.

Children’s Choir Resumes:
Sunday morning, September 19,. we meet in the
Sunset Room of the Worship Center at 10 am.

Awesome presentation of the “Faith Hall of Fame”
by our Desert Foothills Children, in May 2021!”

“Aaron the Allergic Shepherd”,
our Children’s Christmas Musical, will be presented on Sunday, December 19. The Children’s Choir will begin practicing in September. Please contact Christie Fletcher if your
child would like a speaking
part:
Christie.fletcher@dflc.org.

May God Bless every one of you that help in the Worship Ministry!
This Summer we have been able to return to our continuous Communion flow. As you have seen, we are currently using a single line for distribution, having our Pastors serve the bread and wine. This works well for now, but come this
Fall, we will need to have 2 lines, and that means that we will need our Sacramental assistants to help our Pastors. If
you are willing to serve as a Sacramental assistant, please let Pat Standish know. She can be reached at
pathstan@gmail.com.

We have been blessed by Roxanne Steffe, who has graciously stepped in this Summer to help with our Lector Ministry.
If you currently serve as a reader, you know how thorough and prepared Roxanne is in getting the readings out and
preparing our readers who share God’s word with us every week. If you would like to help and learn more about this
ministry, please contact Roxanne at rsteffe@comcast.net or Christie.fletcher@dflc.org.
A BIG “thank you” to Altar Guild, Ushers, Greeters and Banner hangers for all that they do on Sunday mornings and
behind the scenes during the week to make Desert Foothills a warm and welcoming church home to so many.
As our church family continues to grow, we need new leaders and volunteers to step forward to help us flourish. Praise
God! If you are able to serve once in a while at the service you attend, please contact Christie.fletcher@dflc.org.
Prayerfully reflect on God’s word:
Only fear the Lord and serve Him faithfully with all your heart. For consider what great things He has done for you.
- 1 Samuel 12:24
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The Altar Guild has been busy preparing our altar for worship
services since March. We began with post-covid pre-pared communion cups, and now we are back to preparing communion in
the new “normal” way. It feels good to be back to normal!
We are excited to have seven new members! In this newsletter
we will showcase five of these ladies.

Tammy O’Neil
“I moved here from Peace Lutheran Church in Fresno, CA. I
served on the Altar Guild there for many years. It is a way for a
woman to serve her church. For me it’s a fellowship of others
who want to serve Him and our community. It’s also a wonderful
way to meet people with whom I have shared values and to
make friends. Thank you for the opportunity to serve.”
From left to right: Tammy O’Neil, Marlene Halden,
Barbara Ann Gulotta, Nancy Herschl and Michelle Robinson. Not pictured: Beth Schreiber and Lori Mathesius

Michelle Robinson

“I was invited to join the Altar Guild by a friend at church. I have
loved serving the Lord and growing in my faith as I learned all
the purposeful details preparing the altar for the service.”

Marlene Halden

Do you own or have influence at a corporation? Did you know that corporations can donate their AZ Tax Credit
Liability to support our new Kindergarten? Donations are a full tax credit off
the corporation’s AZ state taxes. This
is a great way to help us fund our new
Kindergarten, at a net zero cost for the
donating corporation.

“Serving our Lord has always been a priority for me. We at DFLC
are blessed with many opportunities to do so. Shortly after moving here, I joined the Choir and Shawl Ministry and wanted to do
more. The Altar Guild, with its focus on preparing the Lord’s
Supper and the Altar for seasons of the church, was an important part of my service at my old church; and, I wanted to be
a part of this ministry at DFLC. In the short time I have been in
the Guild, I have already made new friends and am enjoying the
fellowship it brings plus the satisfaction of knowing I’m doing
the Lord’s work.”

Barbara Ann Gulotta
“Over the years I have been involved in many aspects of outreach and worship in my church. I’ve always admired the ladies
in the Altar Guild and wanted to become a member; but because
of other obligations I could not. I feel it is a privilege to serve
with these fine women and to make ready the Lord’s Table. In
the short time I’ve served, I have met and made new friends developing a fellowship that will last.”

Nancy Herschl

Be sure to like our Facebook Page at
Desert Foothills Church and follow us
on Instagram @desertfoothillschurch
Just go to our website and click on the
icons at the bottom of the page, or on
our mobile app under Contact Us.

“Becoming a member of the Altar Guild is an opportunity for me
to give of my time to DFLC, serve the Lord, and honor the
memory of my mother. As far back as I can remember, my mother served at our church on Altar Guild in my hometown of North
Canton, Ohio. As an adult, having moved to IL and years later to
MN, I worked in the church nursery and then taught confirmation classes. I am happy to serve alongside such a wonderful
group of women at DFLC.”
If you are interested in becoming an Altar Guild member or have
any questions contact Cheryl Scofield
Cheryl Scofield
Altar Guild Coordinator
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Middle & High School YOUTH NEWS
From Ben Hoppe,
Youth Minister
As the pandemic is coming to a close, more and more students are joining our
events which is very exciting! The past few months we've done some awesome
events such as going to Sky Zone, bowling, and a day at the park to play a few different games! During High School
youth nights, we've been developing our Bible reading skills. We've opened up to reading the entire book of Galatians
which is a short but super powerful book for every Christian to read. We take a deeper look into why Paul writes what
he writes and what that means for us. We are excited to keep up this Bible study in the coming months!
As for the future, we have a High School retreat in Show Low coming up July 8 -11 for incoming Freshmen through exiting Seniors! If you would like to join us, please RSVP at ben.hoppe@dflc.org. I am also putting together the calendar
for late Summer and early Fall. I am very excited to have your kids join me in these awesome events!

Ben Hoppe
Youth Ministry Director

Chris Fletcher, Hunter Holt, Jacob Cope, Natalie Grass, Riley Baggett, Ryan Christman & Venessa Lorenzo

CONGRATULATIONS
JACK!
Jack Kieley earned his
Eagle Scout rank in
April 2021. Jack’s Eagle
project was completed
at DFLC. He raised money
to purchase and assemble
benches for the preschool
children to sit on for
outside pick up and drop off
during Covid. He also
organized a ground clean-up
day and hauled three
trailers full of debris.

Congratulations Confirmands!
Alyssa Bowdish & Daniel Schoenleb
May the grace of God’s world, the guidance of His hand and
the loving wisdom of His words fill your heart and light your
way today and every day. Best wishes on your Confirmation!
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There are still a few spaces open in our Kindergarten and Preschool classes for the 2021-2022 school year. Pass along
our information to any Preschool or Kindergarten age families you know. We would love to give them a tour of our
precious school and meet our wonderful staff. Please feel free to pick-up a school brochure on the Welcome Desk.
Joyfully in His service, Martha and the Staff at Preschool

Mommy and Me Music Class
Join us on Wednesdays from 9:15am - 10:15am starting August 25 in the Church Nursery for
songs, readings, crafts, play and fellowship.
Please email Martha@dflc.org if you have any questions or would like to be a part of this class.
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Anniversaries

DFLC

JULY

July 13 - Thirsty Lion
21001 N. Tatum Blvd/Desert Ridge
August 10 - Freddy’s
7000 E. Mayo Blvd
September 14 - Grimaldi’s
SE Thompson Peak Pkwy & Pima
October 12 - Egg & Joes
SE Corner of Scottsdale & Pinnacle Pk.
November 9 - Mimi’s
Desert Ridge
December 14 - Sophia’s Kitchen
7050 N. Thompson Pk Pkwy.
Call Dwayne if you plan to attend.
480.473.0551

Birthdays
JULY

Kerry Garrett
Verla Lander
Laura Smith
Shirley Wiltfong
Charlie Trinkl
Judy Bredehoft
Henry Garrison
Dottie Neuf
David Kennedy
Andrew Ockert
Adeline Schottel
Tara Bird
Ryan Bird
Braden Austin
Walter Horn
Mark Torre
Merry Austin
Lauren Kieley
Roxanne Steffe
Jack Trinkl
Celeste Hobratschk
David Warnemunde
Ronda Ebert
Linda Hattan
Brayden Spikes
Kristina Spikes
Katie Martin
Christopher Baggett
Bob Neuhaus
June Williamson

DAY

2
3
3
4
5
5
5
6
9
11
12
13
14
15
16
18
19
21
21
23
24
24
25
25
25
25
26
27
28
28

Delbert & Cheryl Scofield
Nick & Ashley Jensen
Brian & Lisa Russo
Richard & Darla Oeltjen
Bob & Charity Council
Bob & Barbara Goebel
Howard & Kassie Sheerin
Alan & Roxanne Steffe
Jim & Becky Haynes
Richard & Marilyn Overgaard
Brandon & Tara Capps

AUGUST

DAY
3
7
8
9
21
23
24
26
28
29
31

DAY

Jim & Ellen Sheets
Jeremy & Rachel DaPena
Robert & Diane Mills
John & Judi Anderson
Ryan & Karen Bird
Mike & Stacy Bowdish
Chris & Christie Fletcher
Kevin & Laura Halcik
John & Joan Leinonen
Paul & Pat Standish
Hardy & Inge Gruen
Richard & Bonnie Sisson

SEPTEMBER

Daniel & Sarah Alexander
Chris & Ute Schoenleb
Jeff & Martha Betcher
Robert & Merry Austin
Jeffrey & Hilary Smedsrud
Dan & Kris King

1
3
4
6
7
7
8
9
15
21
22
30

DAY
4
9
10
11
24
25

SEPTEMBER
Joan Heinle
Bob Goebel
Daniel Schoenleb
Anthony Lorenzo
Jeff Christman

AUGUST

Riley Smith
Nancy Warnemunde
Apollo Lynch
Robert Mills
Diane Mills
Olive Mascha
Inge Gruen
Jerry Crueger
Ethan Robinson
Sophia Borland
John Leinonen
Harlow Capps
Tyler Fridlund
Ashley Jensen
Jim Schmidt
Daniel Mathesius
Beth Deam-Schreiber
Nathan Wendel
Lexi Bowdish
Dwayne Richard
Barbara Antosik
Gwen Shaneyfelt
Nancy Herschl

29
29
29
30
31

DAY
1
6
8
8
8
12
13
14
14
17
19
21
22
22
22
24
25
25
27
29
30
30
31

Joan James
Craig Lesley
Aria Garrison
Viviana Huff
Martha Koch
Bonnie Sogn
Kennedy Sogn
Al Mascha
Linda Baggett
Bob Council
Pat Standish
Sharon Meyer
Craig Robinson
Laura Bird
Quinton Callies
Maddox Capps
Dan King
Jeffrey Smedsrud
Ron Sogn
Judy Tiede
Apollo Ridenour
Amy Mallmann
Rachel DaPena
Roma Hook
Kris King
Marc Horrell
Jack Kieley
Kyrie DaPena
Vinnie Gulotta
Tatum Horrell
Lori Mathesius

YEARS
50
9
26
38
52
44
20
8
48
60
12

YEARS
62
19
9
46
22
22
23
41
62
56
62
35

YEARS
7
26
38
56
33
22

DAY
2
3
4
4
6
6
6
10
12
12
12
13
13
14
16
16
17
17
17
17
22
23
26
26
27
28
29
30
30
30
30

